




Pointed Paragraphs from the 
Premier’s Speech 

That the so-called temperance plank in the Liberal platform is a 
reactionary one. 

That Manitoba Liberals, while in office, were not the friends of tem¬ 
perance legislation. 

That the Opposition have suggested no forward lines of material 
policy for the province. 

That two-thirds vote was required under the Liberals to carry local 
option—one-half under the Conservatives. 

That, if a general vote were taken on “Banish the Bar," local option 
would cease to exist in every district where it had been carried. 

That the liquor license law and its administration, under the Liberals 
in Manitoba, was a "wide open” policy and a disgrace to the province. 

That the Manitoba Liberals, when in power, had an instruction from 
the electorate, four to one in favor of prohibition, but treated it as a joke. 

That he honestly believed that no government in Canada could show 
a record more commendable, or more progressive, along temperance lines. 

That he, personally, had given his assistance, as far as he was able, 
financially, to aid in the carrying of the referendum already referred to. 

That the local option districts should, instead of adopting the sug¬ 
gestions of the Liberal party, stand by the victories they had already 

That, during the life of the government of which he was the head, 
the municipalities in which local option is in force have increased over 
200 per cent. 

That the government of which he is the head had declared, of its own 
volition, absolute prohibition over 180,000 square miles of the newer ter¬ 
ritory of the province. 

That there never was a time in the history of the province when the 
situation, so far as temperance progress was concerned, was so acute 
and dangerous as at present. 

That the Liberal convention, recently held, had found it impossible 
to make any criticism of or objection to over a dozen of the principal 
lines of policy of the government. 

That the Conservative government had drafted a prohibition act 
so excellent that it had been looked upon as a model, and had submitted 
it to the people for their approval. 

That beginning with the year 1900, one year after reaching office, the 
Conservative party have practically, each year, passed inportant laws 
for the advancement of the temperance cause. 

That he had no fear of the verdict of the people. He had done his 
duty and faithfully performed his part, and he had absolute confidence 
in the good judgment and fairmindedness of the electors of his adopted 
province which, for over a third of a century, he had endeavored to serve. 

That the Conservative party of the province of Manitoba had been 
the party which had promoted and passed legislation vigorously in the 
interests of temperance in the past, would continue to do so in the future, 
and that to that end he invited the assistance and sympathy of all who, 
like himself, were interested in the cause. 



LUCID ANALYSIS O 
TEMPERANCE ISSUE 
BY PREMIER ROBLIN 


Banquet at Neepawa Made the Oc¬ 
casion for Powerful Address 
on the History of Legislation in 
Manitoba Concerning Liquor 
Regulation — Conservative 
Party’s Record One of Sane Re¬ 
striction — Liberal Party Ar¬ 
raigned—Policy of the Roblin 
Government, Past and Future 


(Telegram "Staff Correspondence) 
NEEPAWA, Man,, April 10.—A di¬ 
rect and decisive refutation o£ the 
charges of inconsistency, laid by the 
temperance Liberals of Manitoba, was 
made by Sir Rodmond Roblin, in an 
able and eloquent address made here, 
tonight, at the banquet in honor of 
Hon. J. H. Howden. The premier was 
never in better form, and the manner 
in which he presented an undisputable 
array of facts to the large and repre¬ 
sentative audience, created an un¬ 
bounded enthusiasm. When called 
upon to speak Sir Rodmond was 
treated to an ovation that would be 
flattering to any man, he was fre¬ 
quently interrupted by outbursts of 
applause, and at the conclusion of an 
address, lasting nearly two hours, the 
immense gathering rose, and cheered 
and clapped for nearly five minutes. 

Great Crowd Present 
Seldom has there been such a gath¬ 
ering in the town of Neepawa as that 
which packed the Opera House to 
overflowing tonight. The seats were 
removed from the lower floors, and 
tables set for the complimentary ban¬ 
quet to Mr. Howden and Hon. Arthur 
Meighen. Unfortunately, Mr. Meighen 


was unable to bo present, and was 
forced to send his regrots. Over 300 
representative citizens of Neepawa 
and the surrounding districts occupied 
places at the tables, and many were 
unable to gain places. In addition, a 
crowd of upwards of 200 packed the 
gallery of the theatre, and from that 
point of vantage sat until after mid¬ 
night listening to tho speeches. 

In the afternoon an enthusiastic 
convention had onco more nominated 
Mr. Howden as the Conservative 
standard bearer for the electorate di¬ 
vision of Beautiful Plains. This 
brought in many representatives from 
the outermost points of the constitu¬ 
ency, all of whom stayed for the ban¬ 
quet in the evening. 

At the Guest Table 

Robert Davidson, president of the 
Conservative association, presided, 
and on either hand were seated Sir 
Rodmond Roblin, Hon. J. H. Howden, 
Hon. George R. Coldwell and E. L. 
Taylor, M.P.P. Others, at the guest 
table, were J. j. Hamilton, Dr. Poole, 
R. A. McKee, Rev. Mr. Spence, Rev. 
H. S. Crozier, Rev. Mr. Pitts, J. A 
Bracken, W. J. Doble, A. J. McCon¬ 
nell, Captain Sheppard, Portage la 
Prairie, and A. Singleton. 

Regret at being unable to be 
present was contained in a telegram 
read to the gathering by President 
Davidson from Hon. Arthur Meighen. 
Urgent public business prevented Mr. 
Meighen from being in Neepawa, but 
he expressed the hope that he would 
be able to address his friends at an 
early date. 

Ovation for Hon. Mr. Howden 

Hon. J. H. Howden, was accorded an 
ovation when railed upon to reply to 
the toast to “Our Guests.” the ovation 
he received left no doubt as to his 



popularity with tho doctors of Beau¬ 
tiful Plains and assured him a wholo- 
hoartod support at tho polls. 

ITo was not going to sneak of what 
ho himself had donq, hut of what tho 
pooplo had accomplished, Twonty-two 
years ago this was not tho populated 
and prosperous portion of tho prov¬ 
ince that It Is today. Thou thcro wore 
thickly settled places to tho north and 
west hut this district had not com¬ 
menced to develop. Tho whole district 
is well settled now and hero aro somo 
of tho most prosperous farmers with 
somo of tho best farms and equipment 
in the province. Then tho town was 
small, hut tho business men went ahead 
and did things and there aro today all 
tho conveniences of the city here. 

Tho farmers began producing, but 
without facilities this would lmvo boon 
of little use. Railway facilities came 
through what is known as tho Roblin 
railway policy. Today instead of 
having but one train a day this town 
now lias nino passenger trains every 
day. Also there aro very few farmers 
who have not got a railway station 


closo to tliolr doors. All tills Is duo to 
tho progressive policy of Sir Rodmond 
Roblin, Had tho lato government re¬ 
mained in ofilco this dovolopmont 
would not lmvo taken place, bocauso 
tho Groonway government hud sold 
out to tho C.P.R. 

Educational Policy 

Tho oducutlonal policy of tho gov¬ 
ernment was briefly discussed by 
Hon. Mr. Coldwell. Owing to tho 
Into hour Mr. Coldwoll was unablo to 
go very fully into tho matte.', touch¬ 
ing only upon a fow points. 

Thoro was, he said, no moro impor¬ 
tant work than tho management and 
development of tho educational inter¬ 
ests of tho province. During tho nast 
fow years a good deal of adverso cri¬ 
ticism lias been heard about the edu¬ 
cation policy. Ho did not think he 
was any the worse for it or was tho 
policy any the worse. 

E. L. Taylor, M.P.P.. and E. Single- 
ton also spoke Lrlofly. 


PREMIER'S ADDRESS 


NEEPAWA, Man., April 10.—(Spe¬ 
cial.)—Sir Rodmond Roblin’s compre¬ 
hensive analysis of the temperance 
issue and the history of legislation 
restricting the liquor traffic in Mani¬ 
toba elicited continuous applause. It 
was probably the most exhaustive 
treatment of the subject ever attempt¬ 
ed in this province, and is a record 
for clearness of conception. He said: 

PREMIER’S SPEECH IN DETAIL 

Mr. chairman, I tha/nlc you for the 
manifestation of kindness and good 
will which you have just demonstrated 
in so enthusiastic a manner. It is 
some little time since I last had the 
honor of delivering a public address 
in Neepawa, but I have not forgotten 
the many times I have been the recip¬ 
ient of the hospitality of the people 
of Neepawa and surrounding country 
in the last twenty-five years. 

The opportunity to be present to¬ 
night I gladly accepted as I had a de¬ 
sire to meet the people of this district 
again. The circumstances for which 
we meet are peculiarly pleasing to me. 


PURPOSE OF THE GATHERING 

The purpose and occasion is to do 
honor not only to a citizen of your 
town and the representative of your 
electoral division, but also to the 
attorney-general of this province. It 
is as I have intimated, a great plea¬ 
sure for me to be permitted to have a 
part in any demonstration in which a 
tribute of honor is to be paid to so 
worthy a citizen and public man as the 
Honorable Mr. Howden. I need not 
speak here, where the better part of 
his life has been spent, of his private 
virtues or even of his public services. 

CREDIT TO THE PROVINCE 

You know them as well as I do. The 
province is under obligation to you 
for giving him to the public service 
of Manitoba. I trust, as I firmly be¬ 
lieve, that he will be returned at the 
next election if not by acclamation at 
least by a majority so substantial as 
will justify the belief that the people 
have a full appreciation of his .-.terl- 
ing qualities and ability as a repre¬ 
sentative and as a public man. 



FOLLY OF THE OPPOSITION 


Mr. chairman, I liavo boon absont 
from thin provlnco for nearly two 
months. I am told that In my ab- 
sonco much bus boon said and somo 
things have liuen done. It has como 
to mo that my l’rlondu of tho opposi¬ 
tion, tho Liberals of tho provlnco, 
havo ovon gono so far as to have un- 
horsod mo us tho loader of tho Con¬ 
servative party, havo theoretically 
established their own loader In tho 
position of premlor, and havo under¬ 
taken to say what tho legislation of 
tho country shall bo In tho futuro. 

1 may toll you X havo not worried 
over those roports; X c.m not now 
worrying—I was going to say not 
given very much serious thought 
ovon to what they havo said or what 
thoy havo done. 

I may say for tho Information of tho 
public as well as my friends and sup¬ 
porters that before thoy can occupy 
the place In which 1 havo so often 
been confirmed by tho electorate there 
must bo a general election In this pro¬ 
vince, and I want to further say that 
under the law tho present legislature 
does not expire until August, 1915, so 
that it will take, if tho legislature Is to 
run Its course, something like a year 


NOT A SURPRISE 

I may say that I am not surprised 
In a sonso, bocauso ns a matter of 
fact, It was not possible for thorn to 
malco any declaration that would ap¬ 
peal to tho judgmont and roason of 
tho doctors of this provlnco oxcopt 
along tho linos that I havo Indicated. 
I say tlv>t no Cnnsorvatlvo association 
in this provlnco could pass a resolu¬ 
tion, I caro not how clevor tho man 
who might bo sot to draft it would bo, 
that would convoy so much of tho 
compllmeint as tho declaration of that 
convention. 

NO CRITICISM OF POLICY 

I havo It boforo mo as published in 
tho P'reo I 3 ress of March 30. And 
what do wo And? Tho Conservative 
party of this provlnco and tho people 
of tho world aro virtually told by the 
findings of that convention that the 
financial policy, the transportation 
policy, the flag policy, the good roads 
i,.. --^cultural - ,! - 


poiicy, the agricultural policy, the 
immigration policy, the elevator pol¬ 
icy, the telephone policy, the progres¬ 
sive policy of construction of publio 
buildings, the policy of the enlarge¬ 
ment of the boundaries of the pro¬ 
vince, the university policy, our policy 
of making electoral lists—every one 







Blvo policies, much loss suggest any¬ 
thing now. 

REALLY SOCIALISTIC 

Tholr platform really la a socialistic 
ono. Ono or two planks X confoss, ovon 
with my long experience as a public 
man, I (lo not understand. Of course, 
tho men In chargo of that convention 
wcro without experience; they luivo 
not any knowledge of tho administra¬ 
tion of public affairs; tlioy necessarily 
and naturally are superficial, and con¬ 
sequently cannot bo blamed If they 
have, oven out of tho Socialistic ma¬ 
terial they used, mado a very wobbly 
structure. 

SOME OF THE FADS 

I do understand direct legislation 
and women's suffrage, and a friend of 
mine on my roturn In discussing It 
said, "all that was needed to make 
tho Liberal platform comploto as a 
ltepubllcan concern was marrlago as 
a civil contract and police court di¬ 
vorces, then It would bo complete." 
1-Iowover, I am not going to deal gen¬ 
erally even with tho socialistic side of 
the platform tonight, but thoro Is ono 
declaration they mako that I wish to 
deal with, and that Is tho matter of 
temperance reform and general legis¬ 
lation along that line. 

HYSTERIA IN CONVENTION 

Bcforo dealing with that specifically 
I just want to mako reterenco to tho 
temperance convention held In my ab¬ 
sence. I understand it was largely at¬ 
tended, and have no doubt many sin¬ 
cere and honest temperance advocates 
were there, and I am exceedingly sorry 
to have It reported to mo that In the 
deliberations and among the incidents 
one Innocent but hysterical woman 
cried out In a moment of frenzy, 
“Never mind, about abolishing tho bar, 
let us abolish Roblin,” and this met 
with applause, I am told by a news¬ 
paper reporter, from 30 to 40 per cent, 
of that great meeting. 

TEMPERANCE NOT THE MOTIVE 

I am willing to admit that she was a 
feeble-minded person who could not 
influence or harm anyone In so far as 
she was concerned. But the fact that 
a feeble-minded woman moved by hy¬ 
steria could find a response from any 
considerable extent of that audience 
called together for the purpose of ad- 


llmt tho causo of that fooblo-inlndod 
man who attempted to take tho life of 
cx-l’rosldont Roosevelt In Mllwaukoo 
about 18 months ago, was directly at¬ 
tributable to tho unscrupulous and un¬ 
fair criticism that was mado upon him 
as a public man, and this poor simple 
soul, who Is now In an aBylum, ho¬ 
llo veil ho was enllod by his Divine 
Makor to rid tho United Statos of ox- 
X’rosldent Roosevelt, by ronson of tho 
things ho had read In tho newspapers 
and had hoard from tho demagogues In 
tho city of Mllwaukoo. 

MENACE TO THE NATION 

Go further, and every rospootablo 
newspaper and hlgh-mlndod citizen of 
tho United States will toll you that It 
was because of tho Inflammatory ap¬ 
peals that wore mado and tho discred¬ 
itable attacks of yollow journalism that 
caused that othor feeble-minded man 
down In Buffalo, some years ago, to 
tako tho life of President McKinley, 
INSPIRED BY SMART OUTSIDERS 

Therefore, when you find men and 
women gathered together to promote a 
great moral semi-religious cause and 
appeals mado along tho lino that I havo 
indicated that havo been Inspired by 
men with design and cunning on the 
outside, not only injures and makes 
moro difficult tho progress of that par¬ 
ticular cause, but It creates a danger 
in tho citizenship of tho country that 
no man can locate or control until after 
tho harm Is done. 

I regret an expression reported to 
havo been made from tho pulpit In our 
part of tho province and country that 
I am a disgrace to the public life of 
this province. This coming from so- 
called religious and moral teachers, 
while It does not affect me, hurts the 
cause in which I am deeply Interested 
in common with temperance people 
everywhere in the province. I forgive 
men who use that typo of criticism 
because they know not what they do 
in many cases, but the injury they do 
to any cause which tney pretend to 
support cannot be undone. 

Now tonight I want to deal as I have 
intimated specially with this matter of 
temperance. Tho cause of temperance 
has been fostered and protected and 
advanced steadily since the day the 
Conservatives took office down to the 
present. No one retrograde step has 
been taken, and as I shall show, many 
have been advanced. 

STRENGTH OF TEMPERANCE 




suggestion that I liavu soon mndo by 
any party or Individual lri tho 15 years 
that wo havo boon In ofCleu, 1 shall 
domoiiHtrato this buforo 1 sit down. 1 
desire firstly to show what tho Liberal 
party did for tornporanco when In of- 
llco and what tho Conservative party 
has done Wlillo In office, both covering 
almost tho same number of years. 1 
will take tho Liberal party llrst. 

BEGINS WITH 1892 
In 1892 tho Liberal party publicly 
advocated prohibition and submitted 
tho matter to tho electors of this pro¬ 
vince for an expression of opinion, 
Tho voters on tho list at that time 


14,573. 


Tho vote for prohibition was 18,987, 
Against prohibition, 7,115; a major¬ 
ity of 11,522 of tho votos recorded In 
favor of prohibition. 

Over two and a half times as many 
votod for It. What action did tho Lib¬ 
erals take? Absolutely nothing. They 
treated It as a joke. They had car¬ 
ried their eloctlon In 1892, and wore 
In offlco for four years and allowed 
their promises to go by tho board. 
Tho tornporanco people did not rest 
there, and they urged for another vote, 
and in 1898 another vote was taken. 

TREATED VERDICT AS JOKE 
Tho voters on the list were 49,301. 
The voto for prohibition was 12,397. 
Against 2,955, or a majority for pro¬ 
hibition of 9,412. Pour to one, yot our 
Liberal friends did nothing; treated 
it again as a joke. Remember this, 


that the i.. . .. . 

vontion and tho controlling spirit of it 
are the men who were tho controlling 
spirit In tho Liberal party at that par¬ 
ticular time. Consequently we have 
the same men to deal with that we 
had at that particular time. 

WHAT THE CONSERVATIVES DID 
Now, let us go further. When the 
Conservatives came into office In this 
province there was practically no con¬ 
trol of the liquor license trade in 
Manitoba. Liquor was sold 24 hours 
in the day, and seven days a week. 
C speak with knowledge that cannot 
nor will bo gainsaid or disputed. 
Wholesale licenses were Issued in 
rural municipalities. No conditions 
as to houses or rooms for the issue 
of the license, and what was called the 
restaurant or saloon license obtained. 
The fees for licenses were nominal. 

IT WAS A “WIDE OPEN" POLICY 
Free lunches and music, slot 
machines and all other devices to 
3raw people were permitted in bar- 


to office In Docombor, 1899. Now what 
have wo done? That Is a quostion 
that ovory tornporanco man lias tho 
right to ask of us, and ho bus tho right 
to domand an honost and comploto 
statement; and I proposo to answor 
that question In a chronological way 
so that that portion of tho cltlaonshlp 
of tho country, moro especially tho 
moral and rollglous teachers who have 
aoma to us In tho last fow yours and 
who do not know, by virtue of not hav¬ 
ing lived hero, of tho stoudy progress¬ 
ive legislation that wo havo given 
each year, may bo In a position to 
Judgo as to tho Justlflcntlon for tho 
condemnation that Is heaped upon 
myself and others by tho partisan 
clergy and others. 

BEGINS WITH 1900 

Now I havo stated what tho condi¬ 
tion was when wo came Into offlco. Wo 
took offlco and assumed control of af¬ 
fairs In 1900, What did wo do as tom- 
peranco men? Wo lmd promised a pro¬ 
hibition act In our platform and 
in our speeches. Wo drafted a pro¬ 
hibition act that Is a model today for 
other provinces who want similar 
legislation. Wo tested Its legality and 
then wo said to tho people, "Hero Is 
total prohibition, and If you voto for 
It it will bo the law of tho province.” 

PREMIER STOOD FIRM 

When wo did that a meeting of tem¬ 
perance people was convened In Grace 
church In tho city of Winnipeg, and 
while I was not there, I am told they 
nearly tore the church down when the 
suggestion was made that this course 
bo adopted and approved by the tem¬ 
perance forces. I stood by my guns; 

I believe that no advanced legislation 
of that kind could be effective and pro¬ 
duce tho results we desired unless wo 
had a majority of the people behind 
us. We carried it to tho polls and 
there were 74,477 voters on tho list. 
22,464 voted against it and 15,607 voted 
for the bill, a majority against it of 
6,857. 

POLICY TO IGNORE 

The slogan at that time was not 
"abolish the bar,” but it was "ignore. 
Ignore, ignore!" That they did to a 
large extent. It was exactly what the 
liquor Interest wanted. The licensed 
victuallers patted them on the back 
and said, “Roblin has done wrong, 
you ignore the bill, and we will go 
out and kill it,” which they did by a 
majority that I have shown you. 

I did what I could in financing that 
referendum out of my private funds, 
and J. IC. McClellan of the town 


ono license In town or village should 
bo hold by ono portion; that no whole- 
solo lioonso bo granted In rural muni¬ 
cipalities. 

Full view of bar-room from outside. 

Interdicted persons to toll where 
they got llcjuor. 

1905, WHOLESALERS RESTRICTED 

No moro wholesale licenses except 
In cities or towns. 

Hotels In Winnipeg to havo at least 
50 furnished bedrooms. 

In cities and towns of loss than 
10,000 and over 5,000 to havo at least 
30 furnished bedrooms. 

Winnipeg limited to ono hotel llconso 
for every 1,200 of population. 

In other cities and towns and Incor¬ 
porated villages two for tho first 500, 
ono for tho next 500 and ono for each 
additional 000 population. 

Increased tho schedule of llconso 

Llconso may bo cancelled If liquor 
Is served In basement or below tho 
street level. 

Free luncheons In bar-rooms for¬ 
bidden. 

Heavy penalty for giving liquor to 
interdicts. 

Any license to females prohibited. 

Three convictions of license to oper¬ 
ate as forfeiture of license for tlirco 

1906, BREWERS LICENSED 

Brewers required to take out licenses. 

No connection of liquor shop with 
brewery. 

No more wholesale licenses north of 
the C.P.R. track in Winnipeg. 

Restriction of area in Winnipeg 
within which licenses may be granted. 

Billiard and poolrooms on licensed 
premises to be closed In accordance 
with municipal bylaws. 

Persons under 18 ycar3 of age not 
allowed to frequent poolrooms on 
licensed promises. 

MAJORITY VOTE IN 1908 

A majority vote can carry local op¬ 
tion instead of three-fourths as form¬ 
erly. 

Local option to follow territory if 
latter is changed. 

No stairway or other connection with 
basement or cellar underneath. 

No speaking tube, wire or signal de¬ 
vice between bar room and other part 
of licensed premises. 

No singing, concert, or entertainment 
to be allowed in any bar room. 

Penalties increased for selling liquor 
during prohibited hours. 

LIMITATIONS ON DRUGGISTS 

Druggists limited to selling liquor 
in quantities of 1G ounces, and then 
only strictly for medicinal purposes. 

Habitual drunkards may be commit¬ 
ted to jail. 

Bartenders must be licensed. 


All sale of liquor absolutely forbid¬ 
den. 

No canvassing for salo of liquor for 
delivery In local option territory. 

No liquor to bo convoyed Into local 
option territory by any common car- 

IN 1909, NEW LAWS 

Local option bylaws to bo submitted 
at annual municipal oloctlons In order 
to soouro full expression of opinion. 

No Interdict to enter bar room. 

IN 1910, FURTHER RESTRICTION 

Recommendation of at least 10 out 
of 20 householders required outside 
cities and In towns ovor 2,000 popula- 

Ghlof llconso Inspector glvon power 
to suspend llconso If houso not proporly 

License commissioners may cancel 


1912 MARKS PROGRESS 

Licensees to make return of number 
of bartenders employed. 

License fees substantially Increased. 

IN 1914 

No liquor to be sold In clubs be¬ 
tween 12 at night and 8 in the morn- 

No bar to bo maintained upon club 
premises. 

Every club shall serve meals. 

No gambling on premises. 

Heavy penalties for violatio . of the 

No technicalities to render invalid 
local option bylaws. 

Local option extended to the unor¬ 
ganized territory of the province. 

Under the statutes of the province 
police officers are officers under the 
license act to secure observance of its 
provisions. 

Now, sir, I submit this record cover¬ 
ing some 14 or 15 years as an evidence 
of sane, practical, progressive temper¬ 
ance legislation. I ask the genuinely 
honest temperance man if he does not 
think that it is something for which 
we as a party deserve credit? 

I ask tne electors whether any gov¬ 
ernment in this Dominion has a bet¬ 
ter record as to progressive temper¬ 
ance legislation? (Applause.) 

In addition I want to add this— 
that when we came into office the fol¬ 
lowing rural municipalities were un¬ 
der local option, Argyle, Arthur, Birtle, 
Erenda, Edward, Elton, Lansdowne, 
Hininta, North Norfolk, Pipestone, 
Riverside, Whitehead. These are 
still under local option, numbering 12. 
LOCAL OPTION MUNICIPALITIES 

Let me say that today the following 
municipalities not only havo local op¬ 
tion, or the veto as it is called, but 
have prohibition. But beyond those 
let me add that under the old law, the 



Today, as I liavo pointed out, no 
man can carry a bottlo ot whisky Into 
a local voto district, nor can a common 
carrier talto It In without being sub¬ 
ject to penalties ol! a very sovero kind. 
Now lot us soo what progress wo have 
inado In so far as add.ng to tho local 
option districts. 

WHERE LIQUOR IS PROSCRIBED 

Tho following aro tho namos of tho 
municipalities: Albert, Argylo, Ar¬ 

thur, Blfrost, Blrtlo Town, Bronda, 
Camoron, Dufforln, Edward, Ellice, 
Elton, Hamlota, Hartnoy, Langford, 
Lansdowno, Macdonald, Louise, Mln- 
lota, Mlnitonas, Morton, North Nor¬ 
folk, South Norfolk, Odanah, Pipe¬ 
stone, Rlverslda, Boland, Rosondale, 
Rossburn, Shoal Lake, Silver Crook, 
Swan Rlvor, Wallaco, Whitehead, Win¬ 
chester, and Woodsworth—37. Over 
200 per cent, of addition to tho local 
option districts In so far as the muni¬ 
cipalities aro concerned, since wo took 
office. (Cheers.) In addition to this, 
we lost on a recount Emerson and 
Shoal Lake. The King’s bench sot 
aside Carman, Daley, North Cypress, 
and wo have only lost by repeal 
McCreary, Swan River, Thompson, 
Roblin, and Klldonan. That Is our 
record In so far as the organized mun¬ 
icipalities are concerned. 

RESTRICTION IN THE NORTH 

In addition I wish to point out that 


the honor to bo tho head, ovor has boon, 
or ovor will bo In loaguo with tho 
liquor Interests In this provlnco. And 
thoro lives not a man In this provlnco 
who can produco one Jot or tlttlo of 
ovldonco that would bo accepted by 
any Judge or Jury In tho land that 
thoro exists any such alllanco. Any 
statement of tho kind Is a bold, open 
falsehood made designedly to deceive, 
misinform and mlsload tho people. 

Instoad of passing legislation favor¬ 
able to tho liquor traffic, wo havo, as I 
havo shown year by yoar passed legis¬ 
lation, tho solo objoct of which has beon 
to promoto temperance and sobrloty 
among tho poople, In ovory way l.: our 
puwor. Sir, having said so much upon 
this point I want to deal with the.re¬ 
solution In tho Liberal platform and 
first, as It Is Just In this connection, I 
refer to their preamble which boglns 
with the following words: 

"This convention condemns tho ad¬ 
ministration of tho liquor license laws 
ns grossly Inefficient, corrupt and par¬ 
tisan," and so forth. 

Now, they might just as well have 
said that the Individual members ot 
the goternment wero engaged In the 
liquor trade In so far as facts are con- 


one only as a refutal to that ac¬ 
cusation, and I will venture the state¬ 
ment that they will not cross-question 
that witness, nor attempt to discredit 



fashion for the irresponsible sp 
upon Liberal platforms, led by a 
that is inspired by partisan 


government upon the one hand and 
the liquor interests of this provlnco 
on the other. Sir, the man that makes 
any such statement is a falsifier and 
the truth is not in him. Neither my¬ 
self nor the government of which I have 


The Moral and Social Reform 
Council ot Manitoba 
Secretary's office, 

316% Donald street, 

Winnipeg, Man. 
August 23, 1913. 


Dear Mr. Johnstone,—I wish to 
express my thanks to you, and the 
great satisfaction which comes to 
us, over the prompt and thorough 
dealing of your department with 
the complaint of law breaking at 
Glenella. It is a great pleasure to 






bo able to oponk ainooroly in such 
auporlatlvo terms of tho activity 
of your dopartmont. 

Wo uro doing our best to bo uso- 
ful to you In submitting Informa¬ 
tion that will load to convictions 
and help to command rospoct for 
tho law, and although our com¬ 
plaints may sometimes bo couched 
in tho terms of business brovlty, X 
am anxious that you shall realize 
that they aro governed by an en¬ 
tirely friendly and not a critical 
spirit, 

Very sincerely yours, 


(Sgd.) W. W. BUCHANAN. 


In addition to that I wish to say, 
but 1 will not weary you with reading 
It, ho also wroto a letter along similar 
linos to tho Hon. Mr. Ilowdon, the 
guest of honor on this occasion. In 
connection with the same matter. That 
I think Is sufficient to satisfy honest 
temperance men, and until they have 
discredited W. W. Buchanan, I am 
sure my temperance friends will throw 
into tho waste basket such unwar¬ 
ranted and intemperate languago as is 
embodied in this resolution. 


ANALYSIS OF THE RESOLUTION 


Now let us follow this resolution 
further, and And what they proposo 
to do. They say—what? They 
will pass as a party no progressive 
legislation on the lines of prohibition. 
In a word all they declare for is, to 
use their own words, “Unqualified 
sympathy with the temperanco cause," 
and pledges itself to what? If return¬ 
ed to power tho temperance people 
can draft a bill to abolish the bar and 
submit it to the electors for their ap¬ 
proval. If the electors endorse it then 
it becomes law. 


CLUMSY PIECE OF CLAP-TRAP 


Mr. Chairman, permit me here to say 
that a more clumsy piece of clap-trap 
never was endorsed by so large a body 
of intelligent men within the range of 
my experience. If the Liberal party 
be honest, they propose by an act of 
the legislature to take temperance and 
all other matters of that kind abso¬ 
lutely out of the hands of the legisla¬ 
ture. They propose to destroy the 


initiate and prepare and submit to tho 
legislature bills it must pass, and 
then to bo votod upon by tho pooplo 
to become law. Now you will see If 
they do that not only will tho tom- 
poranco pooplo havo tho right under 
tho statuto and constitution tlf they 
lmvo tho constitutional right to do- 
Htroy tho constitution, which I do not 
admit)—tho minute tlioy do that they 
open up also to tho licensed victuallers 
of this province tho same rights and 
opportunities to tost tho opinion of 
tho public on bills they may draft. 
WHAT THE PROPOSITION MEANS 
In Oregon, Washington and other 
places where direct legislation obtains, 
I think 5 to 8 per cent of tho elector¬ 
ate is necessary to compol tho legis¬ 
lature to pass a bill and submit it for 
the vote of tho people. 

With moro than one-half of tho peo- 
plo of tho provlnco in the city of Win¬ 
nipeg and suburbs, with nearly one- 
half of tho people foreign born, and 
mostly from continental Europe, I 
need not enlarge on what that means. 
How easy it will bo for tho licensed 
victuallers, when direct legislation is 
passed, to compol tho legislature of tho 
province to submit it to tho people 
and repeal our local option bylaws and 
open the gates as they were when we 
came into office and earlier. 

WOULD BE DISASTROUS 
They cannot say the licensed vic¬ 
tuallers have not the means and influ¬ 
ence at their back to prepare and 
press a fight, and under the condi¬ 
tions I have suggested the result in 
my opinion today would be disastrous 
to our cause. Therefore, I say the 
temperance platform of tho Liberal 
party is rubbish. (Cheers). It is 
simply cheap, party clap-trap to catch 
the unwary, and I presume the many 
men who have endorsed this, but who 
are superficial in matters of legisla¬ 
tion, have never seen the precipice 
they were being driven to by the pro¬ 
posed condition. There was never a 
time in the history of this prov¬ 
ince when the situation, oo far as 
temperance progress is concerned, was 
so acute and dangerous as at present, 
and, therefore, the necessity for tem- 







all responsibility and obligation Is 
disohargod, and as a matter of foot 
the question of tomporanoo would 
never again bo the subject of any im¬ 
portance or intorost to the legislature 
of Manitoba. 

I think I havo mudo this clear, and 
tho honest and slncoro tomporanco 
men of this provlnco will boo tho dan¬ 
ker that throatons, will soo tho possi¬ 
bility of losing all that wo havo gain¬ 
ed In tho last fifteen yoars, and tho 
probability of our guns being spiked 
so that for years our efforts will simply 
bo vain and abortive. 

Having now shown that tho matter 
of the temperance plank In tho Lib¬ 
eral platform Is simply so much clap¬ 
trap, or nonsense, I want to arguo an¬ 
other side of It. In order to do so I 
must assume that tho Liberal party 
will repeat themselves not only In 
Manitoba but In tho Dominion, on the 
temperance question. 

You will remember that In tho Do¬ 
minion they promised solemnly that 
they would submit tho question of pro¬ 
hibition to tho electorate of Canada, 
and abide by the result. That was 
done in 1898. 

Tho vote for prohibition was 278,380 


Tho vote against was . 264,693 

A clear majority of. 13,687 


SIR WILFRID INDIFFERENT 

Sir Wilfrid, true to tho traditions of 
the Liberal party, treated the matter 
with indifference, pitched the result 
into the wastepaper basket, and never 
has anything been heard of it since. 
(Cheers.) No, I am not going to pre¬ 
sume for the purpose of my argument 
that the Liberals of this province are 
not going to keep their promises to 
the electorate as made in their plat¬ 
form, but they have declared, such 
of them as were in the legislature, 
that they would destroy the legislature 
of this province as a deliberative body 
and introduce what is known as direct 
legislation. 

IF LIBERALS DID ACT 

We will assume, I say, that with the 
responsibility of office there will come 
such sense of appreciation of justice, 
coupled with patriotism, as will com¬ 
pel them from doing what they prom¬ 
ised. Then what position has the tem¬ 
perance plank in their platform? 

Let us assume they carry it out. 
Now the platform simply declares that 
they are in sympathy with temperance 
reform. The leader at Whitemouth 
declared a f-w days ago that person¬ 
ally he was'opposed to "Banish the 
Bar,” and would not introduce such a 
measure in the legislature, as a gov¬ 
ernment measure, on his own respon¬ 
sibility as first minister. (Cheers). He 
said that he would allow the temper¬ 
ance people to prepare a bill, the 
legislature would pass it and a clause 
would be incorporated providing that 
it was to be submitted to a general 
vote of the people, and if a majority 
endorsed it, then it would be law <Ap- 


MEANS LARGER SALES 
What does that moan7 It moans 
that if carried no moro liquor Is to bo 
sold retail in this provlnco, but it is 
to bo sold wholesale, by bottlos and 
larger quantities! Tho act must 
necessarily havo tho conditions of law 
and fact by which tho wholesale 
license is granted. Therefore, any 
section or part of Manitoba whoro an 
applicant complies with tho law tho 
authorities must grant a llconso to 
soli liquor wholesale. 

I imagine I hoar some ono of tho 
advocates of "abolish tho bar," who 
aro Liberals, say: "Well, you aro 
wrong, because wo will incorporate in 
tho act a section that will oxcludo tho 
operation of that law from such por¬ 
tions of tho provlnco as aro now un¬ 
der local option.” 

NOT CONSTITUTIONAL 
That statement would bo all right if 
it were legal or constitutional. It is 
neither tho ono nor tho other. Mani¬ 
toba has a written constitution, and 
tho legislature of Manitoba can no 
more rob or violate the provisions of 
her constitution than can a municipal 
council violate the provisions of the 
Municipal act. Therefore, if any such 
attempt were made, presumably the 
licensed victuallers would immediately 
attack tho legality of the act. 

It would be carried to tho privy 
council, and any novices in law would 
know that from tho time it left the 
initial court of Canada it would bo 
declared ultra vires. Therefore, if 
they do not incorporate such a pro¬ 
vision, it means that in every district 
where local option prevails today— 
take my own county for instance, Rol¬ 
and, a wholesale liquor store would be 
established and would sell spirits by 
the barrel or bottle and beer by the 
barrel or the bottle, which could be 
consumed anywhere in the district. 
HAS ACCURATE KNOWLEDGE 
Do not think I do not know where¬ 
of I speak. True, I am not a lawyer, 
but I have consulted not only recently, 
but some considerable time ago, men 
as eminent as any of the judges of 
this province, and everyone of them 
have agreed that no such law could 
or would be sustained. Therefore, if 
you legalise the bill first as proposed, 
you have got to include or incorporate 
the local option districts, which means 
we have lost all the advantage that 
we have gained in the last fifteen 
years. In a word the temperance clock 
in Manitoba would be turned back 25 
years. The interests of temperance 
and sobriety would be not only in 
danger, but would be submerged with 
another influence such as temperance 
men deplore and regret. (Cheers). 

ON DANGEROUS GROUND 
For these reasons, and I have not 
further time to amplify them tonight, 
you can see the dangerous ground the 
temperance people are asked to take 
at the present time. I do not feel 
there is much danger that the sane, 
sober, deliberate, intelligent, sincere 


plause 







cause by any such madness as la pro¬ 
posed, but 1 want to point It out clear¬ 
ly and unmlstakonbly that It such a 
thing should happen, X will bo able to 
stand on the platform and acclaim the 
fact that I cautioned and udvlsod 
against such a policy aud course us 
Is suggested, (Applause). 

Now, I want to say tills furthor, that 
In addition to tho splendid advanco- 
mont that wo havo mado from year 
to year, as you have hoard tonight, 
I was willing, had tho temperance 
people been willing, to endorse tho ac¬ 
tion to go furthor. Last session a 
high official of tho Social and Moral 
Reform council called on me, and I 
discussed with him further legislation. 
Ho Is a strong IAbernl who novor 
gave a Conservative vote In his Ufo. X 
oxpcct ho will vote against mo next 
election. But before politics ho Is a 
sincere, honest temperance advocate. 
SUGGESTION OF THE PREMIER 
I suggested that we Introduce a bill 
giving each town or city in this pro¬ 
vince whero there is more than one 
license the right to say by vote how 
many licenses there should bo in such 
town or city, in other words, putting 
it In tho hands of the people to limit 
tho number of licenses in each city 
and town. Ho asked me to put it on 
paper and I wrote with my own hand a 
u draft of what I was willing to ask the 
legislature to pass, If the temperance 
people would support me. He was 
strongly In fav..’ of it himself. He 

In a day or two he came back. He 
was very much depressed. He con¬ 
veyed the information to me with re¬ 
gret that those in charge of the or¬ 
ganization were not disposed to favor¬ 
ably consider my proposition.. I was 
discouraged myself. I felt tha' the 
temperance organization was not pre¬ 
pared to co-operate with me in further 
advanced legislation, and I, as a con¬ 
sequence, dropped it. 

FUTILE POLITICAL TRICK 
Prom some source it became public 
and then my friends of the opposition 
moved a resolution along that line, 
the temperance people havir ; refused 
to take it from me. Of course I could 
not endorse such political manoeuvr¬ 
ing as my political opponents were in¬ 
dulging in. 

Later on that council met, and they 
wrote me a letter covering this matter, 
which I will read: 

Federation office, 

408 Builders’ Exchange, 

Winnipeg, Feb. 17, 1914. 

The Hon. the Premier of Manitoba. 

Sir:—We, the Social Service 
Council of Manitoba, in annual 


asking for an Immediate reply as 
our council will stand adjourned 
today for .othir year, nnd wo 
wish to bo In a position boforo wo 
adjourn, to understand clearly 
your lntontlon In tho matter re¬ 
signed)'ci-IAS. W. GORDON, 

Prosldont. 

W. W. BUCHANAN, 

Soerotary. 

P. S.—Plonso return answer to 
board room of Industrial bureau. 
—B. 

NOT AUTHORIZED TO SUPPORT 

Now, you will notice, this lottor is 
fro..: W. W. Buchanan, tho secretary. 
Floaso notice that ho is not author¬ 
ized, nor does ho say that ho will 
support mo In my proposed legisla¬ 
tion. I answered as follows: 

Premier's office 

Fob. 17, 1914, 

W. W. Buchanan Esq., 

Secretary Social Borvlce 
Council of Manitoba, 

408 Builders' Exchange, City. 

My Dear Mr. Buchanan:—I am 
In receipt of vour lo'ter ot recent 
date, in which you ask me to de¬ 
fine tho moaning of tho words U3ed 
by me to a recent delegation from 
your organization in respect to 
giving municipalities tho power 
of reducing or extinguishing li¬ 
censes for the sale of liquor in 
this province. 

Wh .t I meant and still mean is 
that in my opinion and In the 
opinion of the government public 
opinion is almost or i. ilte educated 
to support legislation that will give 
to each municipality the right to 
decide as to the number of licenses 
for the sale of liquor within its 
boundaries, either wholesale or 
retail. 

Legislation of this kind could be 
used as a part of the Local Veto 
law of the province, as it would 
place in the hands of the munici¬ 
pal voter in every municipality, 
when requested in a way that 
would be defined by law, the right 
to decide how many licenses, if 
any, for the sale of liquor should 
be authorized within the bound¬ 
aries of his municipality. 

I regret exceedingly that the 
temperance organizations of the 
province did not give me that 
support which I felt was necessary 
in order to justify me in passing 
such legislation this session. I 
trust that public opinion will be 
sufficiently crystallized by the 
time the house meets again to 
justify legislation of this kind, 
which X believe would be a very 





to at that tlmo pass that legislation, 
I may say, howovor, that (loos not 
losson my determination to prosoouto 
and press for furthor advancod logls- 

PARTY OF TEMPERANCE 

Mr. Chairman, In conclusion, pormlt 
mo to say that tho Consorvatlvo party 
claims to bo tho tomporanco party of 
this provinco. It bases Its claims on 
Its record. I havo submlttod that 
record tonight, and I ask tho moral 
religious toachors and thoso lntorostod 
In tomporanco reform to oxamlno It, 
not only tako my statements as they 
aro mado, but to go to tho official 
records and confirm them to their sat- 


party, provincial and Dominion; ex¬ 
amine tholr platform that was made 
in Winnipeg, and submit tho tests of 
law, fact and condition as I havo out¬ 
lined them, and then say if I am not 
justified ns a temperance man in 
claiming tho support of every man in 
this provinco, who is a temperance 
man beforo he Is a party politician. 

DR. C. W. GORDON’S POSITION 

Rev. Charles W. Gordon, D.D. Win¬ 
nipeg, Is president of the Social and 
Moral Reform Association of this 
province. 1-Ie has taken an interest in 
tho public affairs for come years. I 
think I do not misrepresent him when 
I say he Is politically an ardent Lib¬ 
eral. That is not to his discredit 
because every man has a right under 
the constitution to his political views 
and party affiliations. But Dr. Gor¬ 
don at this juncture is more than a 
party politician. Dr. Gordon is more 
of a leader today in the Llbr—’ ■— 

than is T. C. Norris, because 


EIGHTY PER CENT. LOCAL OPTION 

As I havo said, nearly 80 per cont. of 
tills provinco Is total prohibition today. 
In tho older part of tho provinco wo 
havo added moro than 200 per cont. 
under my administration to tho pro¬ 
hibited districts. With tho same 
practical progressive policy In tho fut- 
uro what can wo not do in tho next 
ten yoars in tho way of making total 
prohibition for Manitoba? With tho 
temperance party strong behind mo 
wo will not yield one inch of tho ter¬ 
ritory wo havo capturod, but each suc- 
coodlngs year, as they go by, wo will 
add to that territory, municipality af¬ 
ter municipality and town after town, 
until tho citadel of Winnipeg itself 
shall bo captured and tho goal of all 
truo tomperance men has been reached 
—total prohibition. (Cheers). 

NOT POSSIBLE WITH NORRIS 

I say such a condition Is impossible— 
absolutely impossible—under the policy 
as outlined by tho Libeial platform, 
and as supported by my good friend, 
Rev. Dr. Gordon. I appeal not only to 
Dr. Gordon, but to all leaders of Chris¬ 
tian, moral and temperance move¬ 
ments in this province to stand to 
their guns to yield nothing thi.t -e 
have captured, to make it impossible 


•ear by such advanced legislation as 
niblic opinion will support. Add to 
he territory that we have already cap- 
ured, and eventually reach that splen- 
IId goal—that is the ideal of all sin- 
:ero temperance advocates. 
CONFIDENCE OF THE PREMIER 
Mr. Chairman, further let me say 




Editorial Comments by The 
Winnipeg Telegram 


The speech delivered last night In 
Neepawa by Sir Rodmond Roblin, 
premier of tho province, upon the 
question of tomporanco legislation, is 
one which should be read carefully by 
every citizen of Manitoba. In the first 
place it is a clear, concise and per¬ 
fectly authenticated record of tho his¬ 
tory of tho promises and performances 
of the two political parties in this 
province upon this important question 
in the past; and, in the second place, it 
is a masterful and lucid analysis of 
the attitude of the same two parties 
towards tho same important question 
at the present time. We venture to 
assert that no leader of a provincial 
government in Canada was ever en¬ 
abled to go before the people with a 
stronger case against his opponents, 
or with a better or more effective an¬ 
swer to his critics upon a specific 
matter than are to be found in Sir 
Rodmond's address. 

There are, today, many citizens in 
Manitoba deeply interested in the 
great questions which confront us, 
who have been residents within 
the province for a comparatively short 
time; there are many more who, while 
resident here for a longer period, have, 
for various reasons, allowed the pro¬ 
gress of legislation upon various sub¬ 
jects and the attitude of political part¬ 
ies thereon to pass without that close 
attention or examination that each 
deserved. A goodly portion, therefore, 
of the people of the province who will 
compose the electorate at the forth¬ 
coming election are not familiar with 
the history of the temperance move¬ 
ment in Manitoba for the past quarter 
of a century or more, in so far as that 
history has to do with legislation pro¬ 
posed, promised or effected by parties 
or governments. 


To such citizens tho historical facta 
contained in Sir Rodmond’s spoocn 
will bring a largo measure of surpriso, 
not because they are facts, but that 
in tho faco of their existence the elec- 
tors should bo urged to prefer tho op¬ 
ponents of tho government upon their 
temperance legislation record, and that 
measure of surpriso will bo still fur¬ 
ther increased when their present so- 
called policy is seen after being sub¬ 
jected to Sir Rodmond’s'experienced, 
calm and logical but merciless analy¬ 
sis and criticism. 

To say that there has been an or¬ 
ganized and studied attempt upon tho 
part of the political opponents of tho 
Manitoba government to misrepresent 
its attitude and legislation upon the 
temperance question is but to mildly 
characterize the desperate methods to 
which resort has been had with the 
purpose of discrediting that govern¬ 
ment and its supporters. Upon such 
opponents Sir Rodmond’s speech will 

This campaign of misrepresentation 
and falsehood was deliberately begun, 
and will be as deliberately continued 
to the end. It is inconceivable, how¬ 
ever, that the real friends of temper¬ 
ance, once the facts are fully before 
them, will permit themselves to be 
dragged along at the heels of reckless 
political wire pullers, to the certain 
endangerment and possible destruction 
of every good result which has been 
achieved so far by temperance work¬ 
ers in this province. 

This much is certain, that the record 
of the Liberal party in this province, 
as exposed by Sir Rodmond on the 
temperance question, is not one which 
would entitle them to the support of a 
single friend of temperance. They 
have done nothing to further the 




causo of tomporanco anti tho advance 
which has boon mado along tompor¬ 
anco linos has boon tho result of tho 
legislation for which tho Conservative 
party aro responsible, and of which 
thoy aro proud. This being tho case 
tho only ground upon which thoy have 
a clianco to appeal for tho support of 
tomporanco advocatos Is that which Is 
contained In tho so-callod policy 
adopted at tho recent Liberal conven¬ 
tion. 

And what Is that policy? Do tho 
honest friends of tomporanco under¬ 
stand It? Do thoy really appreciate 
what tho Liberal politicians of this 
province are asking them to fall down 
and worship? Tho declaration of sym¬ 
pathy with tho temporanco causo so 
formally set forth in a resolution no 
one will contend means anything. An 
equally strong resolution could, upon 
request, be obtained from the Licensed 
Liquor Sellers’ association of any 
province In the Dominion. This, then, 
may bo dismissed without serious con¬ 
sideration as a resolution which says 
nothing in particular, which binds no¬ 
body to anything, and which, if useful 
for any purpose at all, would be useful 
only for the purpose of deception—a 
purposo for which it must be said 
resolutions of the kind are usually 



which Sir Redmond's spooch contains. 
First of all, it may be said, tho pass¬ 
ing of a resolution by the Liberal con¬ 
vention containing any such promise 
to the tomporanco pooplo was olthor 
the rosult of tho blundering incapacity 
of stupid and inexperienced men 
who/* had no appreciation of what tho 
resolutions they had been passing as 
declarations of "policy” meant, or it 
was a supposedly cunningly dovlsed 
"sop” with which to ease the con¬ 
science of some already in the party 
and to catch tho sympathy of some 
of tho unwary who were outside the 
party. And why? 

As Sir Rodmond points out, the same 
convention had already passed a plank 
of policy declaring for direct legisla¬ 
tion—“the Initiative and the Referen¬ 
dum"—declaring that the moment the 
Liberal party secured office they would 
carry a statute making it possible for 
a very small percentage of the electors 
to prepare a bill upon any subject, 
which bill the legislature would be 
forced to submit to the electorate, and 
which, if tho doctorate passed it, would 
become the law of the province. Now, 
where is the cause for the rejoicing 
upon the part of the temperance 
party? Under direct legislation, as 
promised by the Liberal party, the tern- 



policy 









both Uio frlonils of tomporanco logis- 
latlon iirnl tho opponents of temper¬ 
ance legislation could demand ns a 
right, providing tho Liberal party ob¬ 
tained office, 

Earnest tomporanco men of tho pro¬ 
vince, do you want the largo areas now 
covered by local option In Manitoba 
to remain under tho control of their 
own citizens, or do you want tho 
question whether they shall remain 
prohibition districts or not submitted 
to tho whole of tho provlnco for decision ? 
If you want tho latter, you will got It 
easily by assisting tho Liberal party 
to put direct legislation Into operation 
in this province. 

Winnipeg, with Its surrounding com¬ 
munities, is sufficiently populous to 
over-balnnco tho rest of the prov¬ 
ince. Wo gravely doubt the willing¬ 
ness of tho temperance people of local 
option municipalities to have their 


caso submitted to voto in tho wider 
field, They have wha'. they liavo now 
as a result of oarnost effort, They 
aro satisfied with tho conditions which 
exist, and they aro not likely to Invito 
tho probability or oven the possibility 
of its loss for tho mythical advantages 
promlsod them by a band of placo- 
Hoeldng politicians who aro reaching 
out at whatever cost of principle to ob¬ 
tain support. 

In other words, tho friends of tom¬ 
poranco In various parts of the prov¬ 
lnco who have, after much effort, ob¬ 
tained tho result of local prohibition, 
feel that they have something of groat 
value at stake, and, 'like tho business 
man and landowner, whether in city, 
town or country—tho responsible citi¬ 
zen with vestod interests—they are not 
satisfied to let those Interests become 
tho plaything of faddists and theor¬ 
ists—under tho American direct legis¬ 
lation plan of the Liberal party 




